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Summary

Ysgoly Bannau is a happy, caring and inclusive school where the well-being of pupils and staff is at the
heart of its work. The headteacher provides clear and purposeful leadership and shares the school’s vision
successfully. She is supported by a dedicated team of staff who foster warm and respectful relationships
with pupils. As a result, the school is a safe and welcoming community where pupils are valued and know
where to get support. The school benefits from strong support from parents, governors and the
community.

Staff work together effectively to provide an interesting curriculum that engages most pupils’ enthusiasm.
Pupils make a valuable contribution to planning their learning and offer creative ideas that help to shape
relevant and engaging experiences. Many pupils, including those with additional learning needs and those
from low-income households, make suitable progress from their starting points. Learning experiences do
not always challenge a few pupils consistently enough.

Most pupils develop sound oral skills in Welsh and English and gain confidence and develop increasingly
rich vocabulary over time. Most pupils’ reading skills are strong and, by the time they reach the top of the
school, they read fluently in both languages. Many pupils develop suitable writing skills and write
confidently across a range of genres. However, opportunities to apply these skills across the areas of
learning are not always organised coherently enough. Many develop appropriate mathematics skills but
opportunities for pupils to apply their numeracy skills purposefully across the curriculum are inconsistent.

Leaders ensure that there are suitable arrangements for monitoring the quality of the school’s work.
However, processes are not always incisive enough to evaluate the effect of provision on pupils’ progress
effectively.

Most pupils’ behaviour is good and they treat others with kindness and courtesy. They make a valuable
contribution to the life of the school and the local community. Provision for well-being, personal
development and additional learning needs is strong and supports pupils effectively.
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Recommendations and next steps

We have made three recommendations to help the school continue to improve:

R1  Ensure that monitoring activities focus more closely on the effect of provision on pupils’
outcomes

R2 Develop the curriculum to ensure that it supports pupils to apply their writing and numeracy
skills constructively across the areas of learning

R3  Ensure that learning experiences challenge pupils appropriately

The school will draw up an action plan to address the recommendations from the inspection.
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