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Summary

Ysgol Sarn Bach is a caring community in which pupils' wellbeing and their learning experiences are at the
heart of provision. The school is led by a headteacher who has a clear vision to create a safe, welcoming
and supportive environment for pupils and the whole school community. As a result, pupils feel happy and
safe, and positive relationships between school and home are a clear strength.

Staff work together closely as a team and are committed to providing inclusive learning experiences for
pupils. Many staff members undertake leadership responsibilities and co-operate effectively with local
schools to develop their practices. Although self-evaluation arrangements are implemented suitably, the
processes do not always identify clearly enough the specific aspects of teaching that need to be improved.
As aresult, improvement actions do not always have a purposeful effect on pupils' progress and standards.

Staff succeed in fostering positive behaviour and a strong sense of belonging in pupils. Pupils are respectful
and show care towards each other. Staff model the Welsh language successfully, which, in turn, supports
most pupils to develop into confident speakers by the end of their time at the school. However, pupils are
not always encouraged consistently to use Welsh independently in their play and learning.

Most pupils' literacy and mathematics skills develop appropriately, and reading, digital and creative
opportunities support their engagement skilfully. On the whole, teachers’ feedback does not always
provide enough of a challenge to help pupils improve the content and quality of their work. In addition, in a
few lessons, staff over-lead the learning which limits opportunities for pupils to develop as independent
learners, especially the youngest pupils.

Support arrangements for pupils, including those with additional learning needs, are strong, and the
school shows a clear commitment to ensuring that all children have an equal opportunity to succeed in an
inclusive environment.



Report summary for parents and carers

Recommendations and next steps

We have made three recommendations to help the school continue to improve:

R1  Strengthen self-evaluation processes to identify and act on priorities and specific aspects of
teaching and learning

R2 Improve provision for the youngest pupils, including supporting them to be curious and
independent learners

R3  Improve teachers’ feedback to support pupils to improve the content and quality of their work

The school will draw up an action plan to address the recommendations from the inspection.
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