Report summary for parents
and carers on Willowbrook
Primary School

Date of inspection: 26/01/2026




Report summary for parents and carers

Summary

Willowbrook Primary School is a friendly and inclusive school where pupils feel safe, and ready to learn
each day. Staff work in close partnership with pupils and families to create a positive learning
environment. The ‘Willowbrook Way’ promotes shared expectations for behaviour and helps pupils
develop respect, fairness and responsibility. This supports pupils’ positive attitudes and behaviour
effectively across the school.

The recently appointed headteacher provides strong and assured leadership. Leaders are highly visible
and approachable and promote purposeful communication with pupils and families.

Many pupils begin school with skills below those expected for their age. Over time, pupils grow in
confidence, communicate well with others and engage positively in their learning. Pupils benefit from
worthwhile opportunities to share their views and contribute to school life.

The school provides a broad range of purposeful learning experiences that support pupils’ progress. As
they move through the school, pupils become confident readers, their writing improves and most make
good progress in mathematics. Pupils use digital technology to support their learning in meaningful
contexts.

The quality of teaching supports pupils’ learning well. Teachers set expectations for learning that help
pupils understand their work and how to improve it. At times, learning is too directed by adults. This
limits pupils’ opportunities to develop independence, particularly when writing at length. In the youngest
classes, opportunities for play and exploration are not always matched closely enough to pupils’
developmental needs.

Staff work closely with families to support pupils and help remove barriers to learning. Attendance is
given a high priority across the school, and clear expectations and close work with families have led to
sustained improvements over time. The school’s governors provide an effective balance of support and
challenge and contribute to self-evaluation.
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Recommendations and next steps

We have made two recommendations to help the school continue to improve:
R1 Provide increased opportunities for pupils to develop as independent learners.
R2 Improve provision for the youngest pupils.

The school will draw up an action plan to address the recommendations from the inspection.

Full Report

If you would like to read more about Estyn's evaluation of the school, please follow this link to the full
report
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