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Summary 
 

 
 
Croesyceiliog School is a welcoming and supportive community to which pupils and staff are proud to 
belong. Positive relationships are a notable strength of the school and leaders prioritise staff and pupil 
well-being successfully. The range of carefully planned support to meet the social and emotional needs of 
all pupils, including those with additional learning needs (ALN), is a particular strength.  

In many instances, carefully planned teaching helps pupils make at least sound progress. In these lessons, 
pupils behave well, engage with their learning and sustain their concentration. In a few particularly 
effective lessons, pupils make strong progress. In the few lessons where teachers do not provide enough 
challenge or plan effectively to meet pupils’ needs, pupils do not make as much progress as they should. 

Leaders have made sound progress in ensuring there are valuable opportunities for pupils to develop their 
literacy skills across the curriculum, in particular reading. However, the opportunities for them to develop 
their numeracy and digital skills are at an earlier stage of development. Overall, pupils develop their 
language skills in Welsh lessons suitably, although they have too few opportunities to practise these across 
the school. In addition, opportunities to learn about Welsh heritage and culture are at an early stage of 
development.  

The school has developed successfully a clear and shared vision for its curriculum, designed in 
consultation with pupils, parents, and partners. The curriculum is enriched by a wide variety of extra-
curricular activities, trips, and creative opportunities that support pupils’ personal, social and cultural 
development well.  

Leaders have made beneficial improvements in important areas of the school’s work, including provision 
for literacy and rates of attendance. The attendance of pupils eligible for free school meals has improved 
year on year and compares favourably to levels in similar schools. Leaders have developed a strong culture 
of teamwork and collaboration. Strengthened self-evaluation processes help leaders to understand the 
school’s most important strengths and areas for development, though their evaluation does not always 
focus sharply enough on the impact of provision on pupil progress. Governors are proactive, reflective and 
well informed about the work of the school. As a result, they provide leaders with worthwhile support and 
challenge. 
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Recommendations and next steps 
 

 
 

We have made three recommendations to help the school continue to improve:  

R1 Sharpen self-evaluation processes so that leaders focus precisely on the impact of teaching on 
pupils’ learning and progress 

R2 Ensure that pupils have authentic and suitably challenging opportunities to apply their numeracy 
and digital skills in relevant subjects 

R3 Increase opportunities for pupils to practise and develop their Welsh language skills throughout 
the school and extend their appreciation of Welsh heritage and culture 

The school will draw up an action plan to address the recommendations from the inspection.  

Estyn will invite the school to prepare a case study on its work in relation to improving pupils’ 
behaviour and attitudes to learning through a collaborative approach to building strong, positive 
relationships, for dissemination on Estyn’s website. 

 

Full Report 
If you would like to read more about Estyn's evaluation of the school, please follow this link to the full 
report 
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