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Summary 
Gwauncelyn Primary School is a warm and welcoming learning environment. The school 
puts community at the heart of its curriculum and provides effective support for pupils and 
their families. Most pupils are respectful, behave well, show enjoyment in their learning 
and attend school regularly and on time. They know how to keep themselves safe and 
healthy, and nearly all benefit from the effective support they receive. 

Pupils make good progress in developing their listening and speaking skills and talk 
confidently with their peers when collaborating on tasks. Teachers use high-quality 
questioning well to engage and challenge pupils. As a result, most pupils make suitable 
progress in many aspects of their learning. However, when teachers over-direct the 
learning they limit opportunities for pupils to develop their independence and to apply the 
skills they acquire effectively in their work across the curriculum. They do not always 
provide sufficient feedback to pupils to help them improve their work independently. Staff 
in the youngest classes provide a rich and varied choice of learning experiences 
appropriate to pupils’ individual stage of development. These experiences challenge 
pupils, ignite their curiosity and encourage them to persevere when learning.  

Over time, leaders address many aspects of school improvement. For example, 
developments in the teaching of oracy across the school, including the Welsh language, 
have a positive impact on pupils’ progress. However, self-evaluation processes do not 
always focus sharply enough on improving learning experiences for all pupils.  
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Recommendations and next steps 

We have made two recommendations to help the school continue to improve: 

R1 Improve self-evaluation so that it focuses closely on improving the quality of 
learning experiences for all pupils 

R2 Improve opportunities for pupils to reflect on their learning, make choices about 
their work and develop as effective independent learners 

The school will draw up an action plan to address the recommendations from the 
inspection. 

If you would like to read more about Estyn's evaluation of the school, please follow this 
link to the full report. 

© Crown Copyright 2024:  This report may be re used free of charge in any format or 
medium provided that it is re used accurately and not used in a misleading context.  
The material must be acknowledged as Crown copyright and the title of the report 
specified. 

Publication date:  16/12/2024 

Please note that the photographs displayed may not be of the school that is the 
subject of this report. 

https://estyn.gov.wales/education-providers/gwauncelyn-primary/
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